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To the Editor of the New York Timas: 

I regret that, in an informal response to a juestion, | used 
phrases both unfortunate and unclear in thair implications so ase to 
alarm the writer of your October 31st editorial. Having spent more 
than 35 years as a newspaperman before zccepting my present post, 

I share your abhorrence of censorship in any form. This Departmen: 

has made considerable headway, I believe, in expanding the amount of 
information available te the press and public -- for, as you point suf, 
only an informed pubile «12 intelligently shape the οἰ irse of governmental 
decisions. 

i believe you would also agree with the following objectives of 
our government information policies in times of vaticusl danger: 

1) Carve should be taken not to disclose information which 

would be advantageous ὃ ovr adversarise or endanger 
our military personnel. Thia is as militarily essential 
ag camouilags or the concealment of weaponry -- as my 
Own awkward reference to this aspect waa intenced to 
convey, Ts the best of my knowledge, no harmiui storiag 
of this kiad did appaar - and these were the ‘resuits’* 


i waz praising. 


-.22. 


2) Care should be taken not to confuse or misis ιὰ either the 
public or our adeersaries by a multitude of inconsistent, 
inaccurate, or unconfirmed staternents e nanating from a 
variety of zovernment sources, aii of whom appear to de 
authoritative and none of whom bave checked with each 
other. Surely this Nationis expenionce with the U-2 affair 
in 1960 demonstrates the importa::c: of the government 
speaking with “one voice” -- and I did so? mean to imply 
that a nation prading itself on freedom οὗ dissent was 
required to speak with one voice. Nor did this Department 
at any time seek to withhold information from those 
newspape:s which criticized the Presidenz’s action. 

3) Considering in this instance the importance of world cpinion 
om our adversary’s reaction, thea impact of our announce- 
mens on that opinion was properly consisered in determining 
their timing and natura, 

No doubr, im 2 long and difficult week, mistaaes of judgment as 
well aa swerding vere committed. My own informal remark τὸ -vaich 
Were intended to reilact the abcve policy -- dhould have been more 
carefully fhrased and considered. But I hope you will accept my assurance 
that, within the above framework, ΓΔ objective is to make available full 


and accurate iniormation 25 rapidl; as possibie, 
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